2004 MINNESOTA EQIP
CONSERVATION PRACTICE PAYMENT DOCKET

The EQIP Conservation Practice Payment Docket lists practices that have been authorized for payments under the
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) in Minnesota. The docket lists the payment rates and limits and
the program specific provisions for various practices.

The docket consists of three parts, Program Provisions, General Provisions and Specific Provisions. The Program
and General Provisions list the requirements that are applicable to all or multiple practices. The Specific Provisions
list the component codes, payment rates and limits, practice lifespans and specific provisions for each docket
practice.

EQIP conservation payments are only authorized for practices listed in the docket. Non-docket practices required
for the implementation of a docket practice shall be considered components of and subsidiary to the docket practice.
Conservation payments for components will be included with the docket practice.

Component Codes: These are listed in the docket tables as “Comp. Codes.” They are to be used in contract
processing and on the CCC-1245 form when requesting payments.

Where a practice references another practice for components, use the component codes of the referenced practice.
For example, “Wildlife Upland Habitat Management” (645) references “Windbreak” (380) for costs and provisions
associated with “Permanent Vegetated Cover — Trees and Shrubs.” If trees and shrubs were required in
implementing Wildlife Upland Habitat Management, the component codes from Windbreak would be used for this
component of Wildlife Upland Habitat Management on the CCC-1245 when requesting payment.

Conservation Practice Payment Methods:

1. Cost Share Payments

a. AM - Actual cost not to exceed a specified maximum cost: Cost sharing is a percentage of the actual
cost of implementing a practice; however the maximum cost that can be cost shared on is listed in the
docket as the maximum cost. The maximum cost share rate is listed as a percentage in the docket. The
cost share payment shall be the cost share rate applied to either the actual cost, or the maximum cost,
whichever is less.

If the maximum cost for a practice was $1000 and the cost share rate is 50%, then the maximum
payment possible would be:

Cost Share Rate x Maximum Cost = Maximum Payment
.50 x $1,000 = $500.

If the actual cost of implementing the practice was $1200, only $1,000 of this would be cost sharable
and the payment would still equal $500. On the other hand, if the actual cost of implementing the
practice was $800, the payment would be $400, 50% of the actual cost of $800.

For some structural practices, “cost estimate” is listed for the maximum cost in the docket. For these
practices the maximum cost shall equal the cost estimate for implementing the practice as calculated
by the planner. Since modification money is not guaranteed for covering cost estimate mistakes, it is
suggested that individuals with the appropriate job approval authority be involved in the
preparation of cost estimates.

b. FR - Flat Rate: The unit payment shall be the amount listed in the docket.
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2. Incentive Payments

a. One Time Incentive Payment - Payment is made upon certification of practice implementation.

b. Annual Incentive Payment - Payment is made annually for a specified number of years (up to a total
maximum of 3 years) upon certification that the practice is being implemented.

3. EQIP funds may be combined with other, non-USDA funds. The total payment to the landowner shall not
exceed the total cost of implementing the practice. Remember to consult other program rules for maximum
payment and other limitations.

Lifespans:

Practice lifespans listed in the docket list the minimum number of years that the producer shall maintain the practice.

Docket Modifications:

Individual Field and Area offices may request that NRCS Field Office Technical Guide conservation practices not
listed in the docket be added and practices listed in the docket be removed upon review and approval by the State
Conservationist. Written justification must be included in requesting a practice be added to or removed from the
docket. Justification should include why the addition or removal of the practice is required, including evidence that
the practice has potential to address the resource concern, an estimate of the amount of EQIP funds to be allocated
using the practice, and identification of who will provide technical assistance for implementing the practice.

PROGRAM PROVISIONS

1. Conservation Practice Payments are authorized for practices:
a. Implemented following the contents of the NRCS Field Office Technical Guide.

b. Implemented following the a) general provisions and b) specific provisions for each practice included
in the docket.

c. Where positive environmental benefits from the benchmark condition can be documented.
Payments are not authorized for, or on, existing, in place practices.

d. Starting Practices — Applicants who start a practice before the contract is approved by the NRCS

causes the applicant to be ineligible for EQIP financial assistance for that practice. A waiver may be
granted if the practice has not been started at time of application and the practice has not been started
until after the waiver is granted (see EQIP manual for further guidance).

2. The cost share rate for 2004 EQIP contracts is a maximum of 50% of the actual cost of implementing the
practice, unless specified otherwise in the docket.

a. On a very limited basis, a request can be made to the State Conservationist to exceed the 50%
maximum cost share rate. This request must be made in writing by the District Conservationist and
forwarded through the respective Area Office. The request must document reasons related to natural
resource concerns and applicant specifics. Since the decision by the State Conservationist may affect
the allocation of funding, the request must be submitted prior to any contract approvals at the
respective level (either local or Area).

b. The State Conservationist must approve any contract with cost share greater than 50%.

3. For certified Limited Resource Farmers the cost share rate will be set at 90%. Payments for practices with a
Flat Rate (FR) or Incentive Payment will not change. For Beginning Farmers the cost-share rates will be the
same as posted in this docket.

4. Any contract with a total obligation of EQIP payments greater than $100,000 or cost share greater than 75%
must be approved by the Regional Conservationist.

5. Technical assistance through technical service providers (TSP) may be paid through EQIP contracts for FY
2004. Additional guidance will follow.
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GENERAL PROVISIONS

10.

The minimum length of a contract is 1 year beyond the completion of the final practice.

An approved participant may choose to obtain the technical assistance required to implement their EQIP
contract from EITHER USDA OR a registered and certified TSP or a SWCD. If the participant chooses to
have USDA perform the technical assistance, non-USDA personnel through a public agency partner may
provide parts of those services. If the participant chooses to hire a TSP to perform the technical assistance the
maximum amount of USDA reimbursement for that assistance must be listed in the EQIP contract. In some
instances, NRCS may assign a TSP to a contract, without the participant choosing the TSP. All services
provided by a TSP are done independently. Consultations or concurrence of USDA staff is not required.
USDA does not guarantee payment of 100% of the technical assistance performed by a TSP if it exceeds the
amount shown in the contract. NRCS has a list of certified TSPs.

Pesticides used, as a component of any practice, will be state approved for the use involved. These pesticides
will also be applied according to registered uses, label directions, and other applicable federal or state
regulations.

Soil testing - Any practice, which includes the application of liming materials, commercial fertilizer, and/or
manure shall be prescribed based on a soil test no older than three years old and from a soil testing laboratory
shown on Minnesota Department of Agriculture’s list of approved Soil Testing Laboratories. Application rates
of lime, commercial fertilizer, and manure shall be based on University of Minnesota recommendations, or from
North Dakota’s or South Dakota’s Land Grant University.

Liming Materials - Lime refers to Agricultural Liming Material (ALM). All liming material must meet the
label information required by Minnesota Statue Section 18C.545 and include the following: 1) ALM type and;
2) ALM quality rating (minimum pounds of effective neutralizing power (ENP) per ton). The University of
Minnesota soil test reports provide ALM recommendations in pounds of ENP per acre.

Land enrolled in other conservation programs is eligible under EQIP. However, practice eligibility and
payments may be limited. Participants in other cost-share programs (i.e. RIM, CRP, PWP, WRP, Waterbank, or
other easement lands) are not eligible for cost share payments for the same practices on the same land.

NRCS Wetland Policy as found in the General Manual 190, Part 410 must be followed. This policy provides
direction to the agency for compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). This policy
prohibits NRCS from providing technical or financial assistance to participants that will adversely affect
wetlands, unless the lost functions are fully mitigated.

The amount to be cost shared will be limited to that required for the practice to be installed. When additional or
alternative work or material is performed or used at the landowner’s request, any costs greater than the
minimum required for the practice will be borne by the producer.

As a requirement of eligibility, participants are required to perform upland treatment actions, according to
Minnesota Conservation Planning Policy, and adequately address potential adverse impacts to conservation
practices. Adverse impacts to conservation practices could include, but are not limited to, increased siltation by
water and/or wind borne soils, excessive runoff, degradation of vegetation practice components by pesticides
transported in runoff and sediment, and degradation of wildlife habitat.

Practices that cost share on seeding will include all associated costs needed to implement the seeding plan other
than mulching. Mulching will be cost shared as a separate practice if required in the seeding plan.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Participants wanting to perform practices on land they do not own, or to install practices that require permits are
responsible for obtaining easements, permits, right-of-way, water rights or other permission necessary to
perform and maintain the practices. Expenses incurred due to these items are not cost shared. The permission
from the authority must be in writing and a copy must be provided to the NRCS field office prior to installation
being made on the practice.

Incentive Payment Restrictions: Each practice listed with an incentive payment has a maximum acreage limit
on which the incentive can be earned. This restriction applies regardless of the number of EQIP contracts held
by a participant. Additionally, operating units contracted for incentive payment practices are not eligible for
payments for the same practice in future EQIP contracts. Furthermore, each practice’s maximum acreage limit
applies to the separate and distinct operation, regardless of the number of participants or entities on each
contract. Payments made to an operation may be split among any number of designated participants.

a. Example #1: A participant requests and completes the CCR-328b Organic Conservation Crop
Rotation incentive practice. The participant receives the annual incentive payment for each year as
designated in the contract. The participant is not eligible to receive the organic incentive payment
under any other EQIP contract. The participant may apply for and receive payments on different
incentive practices (not CCR-328b Organic Conservation Crop Rotation) in subsequent EQIP
contracts.

b. Example #2: Husband and wife producers are recognized by FSA as separate entities for FSA’s
definitions. As such, each applies for, and receives, approval for an individual EQIP contract.
However, for EQIP incentive payment purposes, the District Conservationist must determine them as
separate and distinct farming operations in order for each to receive the maximum incentive payment.
Otherwise, as a single operation (not a separate and distinct operation), the sum of the 2 contracts
cannot exceed the maximum acreage limit for the practice. Separate and distinct operations should
use separate and distinct equipment, separate and distinct management and separate and
distinct decision-making.

Materials — New materials must be utilized in the construction of practices, unless approved by the State
Conservation Engineer. Authorization by the State Conservation Engineer must be granted PRIOR to
implementation.

The use of conservation tillage systems is available for cost share through Reside Management — No Till, Strip
Till (329A), Residue Management — Mulch Till (329B), Reside Management — Ridge Till (329C) and Residue
Management — Seasonal (344). The 250 acre maximum for conservation tillage incentive payments is
cumulative for any combination of 329A, 329B, 329C and 344. An operation cannot have more than 250 acres
of residue management practices. However, these practices can be used in combination on the same acre for a 3
year period. The following is one example of how a conservation tillage system might work.

a. Example #1: A participant requests and completes the CCR-329A Residue Management - No Till for
years 1 and 3 and CCR-329B Residue Management — Mulch Till for year 2 on 250 acres. The
producer would receive a per acre incentive payment of $30 per acre for the first year, $15 per acre for
the second year, and $30 per acre for the third year.

If a producer submits a receipt for personal labor, the per hour labor cost may NOT be greater than the custom
rate estimated by the Minnesota Extension Publication, “Minnesota Farm Custom Rate Survey for 1999,”
located at http://www.extension.umn.edu/distribution/businessmanagement/DF3700.html.
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SPECIFIC PROVISIONS

PRACTICE STANDARD 366 — ANAEROBIC DIGESTER CONTROLLED TEMPERATURE

Comp. Incentive Payment Cost Share Lifespan

Code |Unit| Type |Amount, $|Method Rate Maximum Cost, $
Anacrobic Digester - 366 | Ea. AM | 50% ofcost | $100,000 each |15 years
Controlled Temperature

1. Cost share assistance is limited to where the implementation of this practice will correct an existing air
and/or water quality problem and only if a Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP) is
developed and implemented. As outlined by the EQIP manual, any EQIP contract that includes an
animal waste storage or treatment facility will provide for the development and implementation of a
CNMP. Consult EQIP Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP) Requirements (EQIP
Docket Pages MN515-230 (35)) for details. Review the requirements with applicants interested in a
waste management facility.

2. When an Anaerobic Digester — Controlled Temperature (366) is included as a component of
Wastewater and Feedlot Runoff Control (784), it is cost shared as a stand-alone practice.

PRACTICE STANDARD 316 — ANIMAL MORTALITY FACILITY

Comp. Incentive Payment Cost Share Lifespan
Code |Unit| Type [Amount, $|Method Rate Maximum Cost, $
Animal Mortality Facility 316 | Ea. 15 years
Incinerators 316a | Ea. AM 50% of cost $5,000 each
Compost}ng Facility for 316b | Ea. AM | 50% of cost Cost Estimate
Dead Animals

1. Cost sharing is authorized for animal mortality facilities with the following provision
a) The dead animals to be composted must be produced by the producer’s operation and not
purchased or provided by outside sources.
2. Consult the Manure and Wastewater Storage and Handling Evaluation Checklist ((EQIP Docket
Pages MIN515-230 (47)) for details.
3. A CNMP is NOT required for an Animal Mortality Facility (316).

PRACTICE STANDARD 360 — CLOSURE OF WASTE IMPOUNDMENT

Comp. Incentive Payment Cost Share Lifespan
Code |Unit| Type [Amount, $|Method Rate Maximum Cost, $
Closure of Waste 360 | Ea. AM | 50% of cost $6,000 each 15 years
Impoundment

1. Cost sharing is NOT authorized for the removal of manure from abandoned waste facilities.
If the Closure of Waste Impoundment (360) is a component of Wastewater and Feedlot Runoff Control
(784) cost sharing IS authorized as a stand alone practice.

3. Operator must agree to permanently abandon designated existing components of the operation, which
contribute to the pollution problem.

4. In the event of a change in ownership, the abandoned lots will permanently not be eligible for future
USDA cost sharing on waste management practices.

PRACTICE STANDARD 317 - COMPOSTING FACILITY

Comp. Incentive Payment Cost Share Lifespan

Code |Unit| Type |Amount, $[Method Rate Maximum Cost, $
Composting Facility - 317 | Ea. AM | 50%ofcost | CostEstimate |15 years
Manure Only

1. Cost sharing is authorized for manure composting structures with the following provisions.
a) The composting facility must be part of a total CNMP.
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b) The waste to be composted must be produced by the producer’s operation and not purchased or
provided by outside sources.

PRACTICE STANDARD 328 - CONSERVATION CROP ROTATION

Comp. Incentive Payment Cost Share Lifespan

Code |Unit| Type [Amount, $|Method Rate Maximum Cost, $
Conservation Crop Rotation | 328a | Ac. | One time | $20.00/ac. 1 year
Orgar}lc Conservation Crop 328b | Ac.| Annual | $45.00/ac. 1 year
Rotation

Conservation Crop Rotation

1.

A one-time incentive payment is authorized on eligible acres at $20/acre for up to 250 acres.
Participants receiving the Organic Conservation Crop Rotation incentive payment are not eligible for
the Conservation Crop Rotation Incentive Payment. See General Provision 12.

Payment is to be made after the 2™ year of the most conserving crop of the crop rotation.

Eligible acres are those where the current rotation is annual crops and is significantly changed to
include at least two years or more of rotation legumes, grass and legume mixtures, and other approved
green manure and cover crops.

Cost sharing is not authorized for Conservation Crop Rotation (328a) and Pasture and Hayland
Planting (512) on the same acreage.

Organic Conservation Crop Rotation Incentive

1.

Participants are eligible for an incentive payment to convert from conventional agriculture crop
production to “Organic Conservation Crop Rotation.” An incentive payment is authorized on eligible
acres at $45 per acre per year, up to 120 acres per year, per operation not to exceed 3 years. See
General Provision 12.

Participants receiving a Conservation Crop Rotation Incentive payment are not eligible for Organic
Conservation Crop Rotation Incentive payments. Acreage in any phase of the conversion process is
eligible for the incentive payment. However, when transition acres become certified they are not
eligible for organic payments in future years. Acreage already certified organic is not eligible. In
addition, producers who are already certified as organic on any acreage are not eligible.
Annual crops must be included in the crop rotation at least 1 out of 3 years.

Cost sharing is not authorized for Organic Conservation Crop Rotation (328b) and Pasture and
Hayland Planting (512) on the same acreage.

Participants are eligible for both “Organic Conservation Crop Rotation” incentive payment and other
conservation practices used in the organic farming operation including residue management, cover
crop, nutrient management, pest management, and similar practices. In order to be eligible for
Organic Conservation Crop Rotation incentive payments, acreage and/or participants are
required to schedule and implement Nutrient Management (590) and Pest Management (595) on
the same acres.

Participants approved for the Organic Conservation Crop Rotation incentive payment must receive an
annual letter of compliance from an accredited USDA certifying organic agent and wait until
AUGUST 1 prior to qualifying for payment. Copies of compliance letters are required to document
that the producer has earned this incentive payment. The agent must include proof of USDA
certification. Consult “Organic Conservation Crop Rotation (328b) Requirements for EQIP
Contracts” (EQIP Docket pages MNS515-230 (45)) and “2004 Contracts with Organic Incentive
Payments” (EQIP Docket pages MN515-230 (46)) for additional details.
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PRACTICE STANDARD 332 - CONTOUR BUFFER STRIPS

Comp. Incentive Payment Cost Share Lifespan
Code |Unit| Type |Amount, $| Method Rate Maximum Cost, $
Contour Buffer Strips 332 | Ac. 10 years
Introduced Species 332a | Ac. AM 50% $210/ac
Native Species 332b | Ac. AM 50% $300/ac

1. Cost sharing is available for establishment and management of the area devoted to perennial cover.
End rows shall be established as Field Borders (386) or will have soil erosion rates at “T” or less.

Buffer areas and field borders will be seeded based on an approved seeding plan.

3. Cost sharing is not authorized for Contour Stripcropping (585), and Contour Farming (330) on acres

where Contour Buffer Strips (332) are authorized and planned.

PRACTICE STANDARD 330 - CONTOUR FARMING

Comp. Incentive Payment Cost Share Lifespan
Code |Unit|Type Amount, $ [Method Rate Maximum Cost, $
Contour Farming 330 | Ac.| Annual | $7.00/ac. 1 year

1. An annual incentive payment is authorized on eligible acres at $7/acre/year, up to 250 acres per year

per operation, not to exceed 3 years. See General Provision 12.
2. All land preparation, planting and cultivation will be done following a specified contour grade.
End rows shall be established as Field Borders (386) or will have soil erosion rates at “T” or less.

W

4. Incentive payments and cost sharing are not authorized for Contour Stripcropping (585) and Contour
Buffer Strips (332) on acres where Contour Farming (330) is authorized and planned.

PRACTICE STANDARD 340 - COVER CROP

Comp. Incentive Payment Cost Share Lifespan
Code [Unit|Type Amount, $ |Method Rate Maximum Cost, $
Cover & Green Manure 340 | Ac.| Annual | $8.00/ac. 1 year
Crop
Temporary C Over, 340a | Ac. | One time | $40.00/ac.
Construction Sites

1. An annual incentive payment is authorized on eligible acres at $8/acre/year, up to 250 acres per year

per operation, not to exceed 3 years. See General Provision 12.

2. Cover crop seeding will be completed based on an approved cover crop seeding and management plan.
3. Temporary Cover - Construction Sites

a) The purpose of this component of the practice standard is to provide temporary cover on
cropland fields where it is necessary to construct conservation practices during months when

an annual crop would normally be growing.

b) Participants are eligible for a one time incentive payment of $40/acre to allow construction of
structural conservation practices to occur from May 30 to September 15. Payment may not be
made more than once on the same acres.

c) Payments are limited to those acres that would have been planted to an annual row crop.
Total payments per contract are not to exceed payment on 10 acres.

d) The $8/acre/year incentive payment for Cover Crop (340) and the $40/acre Temporary Cover
(340a) incentive payment may not be made on the same acres.

e) Payment is limited to those acres where a temporary cover crop is established according to an
approved NRCS plan.

(440-V-CPM, First Edition. Amend. MN-34, March, 2004)
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PRACTICE STANDARD 342 - CRITICAL AREA PLANTING

Comp. Incentive Payment Cost Share Lifespan
Code |Unit| Type [Amount, $|Method Rate Maximum Cost, $
Critical Area Planting 342 | Ac. 10 years
Shaping 342a | Ac. AM | 50% of cost Cost Estimate
Introduced Species 342b | Ac. AM | 50% of cost $210.00/ac
Native Species 342¢ | Ac. AM | 50% of cost $300.00/ac

1.

2.
3.

Critical Area Planting (342) must be completed following an approved establishment and management
plan.

Critical Area Planting - Shaping (342a) includes earthwork, grading, etc.

Critical Area Planting — Introduced Species (342b) or Critical Area Planting — Native Species (342¢)
may be used for site preparation, seed, seeding, fertilizer, chemicals, etc.

PRACTICE STANDARD 589C - CROSS WIND TRAP STRIPS

Comp. Incentive Payment Cost Share Lifespan
Code [Unit|Type Amount, $ |Method Rate Maximum Cost, $
Cross Wind Trap Strips 589c | Ac. S years
Introduced Species 589cl | Ac. AM | 50% of cost $210.00/ac
Native Species 589¢2 | Ac. AM | 50% of cost $300.00/ac

1.

Cost sharing is authorized for establishing and managing perennial cover in the trap strip, based on an
approved seeding plan.

PRACTICE STANDARD 402 - DAM

Comp. Incentive Payment Cost Share Lifespan
Code [Unit |Type Amount, $ |Method Rate Maximum Cost, $
Dam 402 | Ea. AM | 50% of cost Cost Estimate [ 15 years
1. Upland Treatment is required. See General Provision 9.
PRACTICE STANDARD 362 — DIVERSION
Comp. Incentive Payment Cost Share Lifespan
Code |Unit | Type [Amount, $§ |Method Rate Maximum Cost, $
Diversion 362 | Ft. AM 50% of cost $3.50/1t 10 years
1. Upland Treatment is required. See General Provision 9.
2. The use of tile or other underground pipe to drain hillside seeps, low or wet spots in fields is not an
eligible single component of this practice.
3. Diversion (362) is allowed as a stand along practice for feedlots when used under an open lot
agreement.
4.

If a Diversion (362) is a component of Wastewater and Feedlot Runoff Control (784), cost sharing is
NOT authorized for the Diversion (362) as a stand-alone practice. The cost will be included in the
cost of Wastewater and Feedlot Runoff Control (784).
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PRACTICE STANDARD 647 — EARLY SUCCESSIONAL HABITAT DEVELOPMENT AND

MANAGEMENT
Comp. Incentive Payment Cost Share Lifespan
Code | Unit | Type [Amount, $ |Method Rate Maximum Cost, $
Early Successional Habitat
Management and 647 | Ac. 15 years
Development
A. Brushland Mgt. and
Browse Mgt.
1. Chemical 647al | Ac. AM 50% of cost $64.00/ac.
2. Mechanical 647a2 | Ac. AM 50% of cost $90.00/ac.
3. Chemical and 647a3 | Ac. AM | 50%ofcost | $108.00/ac.
Mechanical
B. Wildlife Openings
1. Chemical 647b1 | Ac. AM 50% of cost $160.00/ac.
2. Mechanical 647b2 | Ac. AM 50% of cost $290.00/ac.
3. Chemical and 64703 | Ac. AM | 50%ofcost |  $370.00/ac.
Mechanical
1.  Wildlife Openings establishment costs includes site preparation, seed and seeding.
2. Prescribed burning is an eligible component if necessary for practice application. See Prescribed
Burning (338) for cost share information. Cost sharing is only authorized on either Prescribed
Burning (338) or Brushland Management and Browse Management (647b1, 647b2, or 647b3).
PRACTICE STANDARD 752 - ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ASSESSMENT
Comp. Incentive Payment Cost Share Lifespan
Code Unit | Type Amount, $ | Method Rate | Maximum, $
Environmental
Assessment 752 Ea 5 years
Environmental
Assessment —
Minnesota Milk
Producer’s EQA 752a Ea One Time | $800 each
Assessment and
National Pork
Producers’ EAP
Environmental
Assessment — 752b Ea One Time | $400 each
FARM*A*SYST
Comprehensive
Nutrient 752¢ Ea One Time | $3,000 each
Management Plan
(CNMP)

1. Participants receiving Technical Assistance (TA) payments to hire a TSP for development of all or
parts of a CNMP are not eligible for the Environmental Quality Assessment — CNMP (752¢). The
Environmental Quality Assessment — CNMP (752c) is applicable to producers primarily interested in a
CNMP to help them sign up for practices in subsequent EQIP sign-ups.

2. An $800 incentive payment is for conducting environmental assessments on the farm and farmstead
using one or more of the following:

a.  Minnesota Milk Producer’s EQA Assessment
b. National Pork Producers Council’s EAP

(440-V-CPM, First Edition. Amend. MN-34, March, 2004)
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6.

A $400 incentive payment is for conducting environmental assessments on the farmstead using
FARM*A*SYST.

Payment is released AFTER the assessment has been completed and a copy submitted to the local
NRCS office.

A specialist certified by the respective organization must complete the assessment. A specialist
certified by NRCS must complete the CNMP. NRCS will not provide technical assistance on this
practice.

This is a one time per producer payment over the course of the Farm Bill.

PRACTICE STANDARD 771 — FABRICATED LIVESTOCK SHELTER

Comp. Incentive Payment Cost Share Lifespan
Code |Unit |Type Amount, $ |Method Rate Maximum Cost, $
Fabricated Livestock Shelter| 771 | Ft. AM 50% of cost | $24.00/linear foot | 5 years

[

5.

6.

An engineering plan must be prepared for the structure.

Cost share for establishing shelters is limited to utilizing new materials.

Cost share is not authorized for shelters where the primary purpose is protection of livestock associated
with a feedlot.

Cost share is only eligible for shelters used within a grazing scenario, and the adjacent and associated
pasture acreage must be managed using a system, which meets the prescribed grazing standard.

Cost share is not authorized for removal of existing fence, clearing obstructions or removal of woody
vegetation.

Cost share amounts listed include materials and labor.

PRACTICE STANDARD 382 - FENCE

Comp. Incentive Payment Cost Share Lifespan
Code |Unit [Type Amount, $ |Method Rate Maximum Cost, $
Fence 382 | Ft 20 years
Barbed Wire 382a | Ft. AM 50% of cost $1.25/1t.
Woven Wire 382b | Ft. AM 50% of cost $1.40/1t.
Permanent Power 382¢ | Ft. AM 50% of cost $1.25/1t.
Other Fences 382d | Ft. AM 50% of cost $1.40/1t.
Special Purpose Fencing 382¢ | Ft. AM 50% of cost $5.00/1t.

1.

Cost share for establishing fencing is limited to permanent fences utilizing new materials.

Cost share is not authorized for removal of existing fence, clearing obstructions or removal of woody
vegetation.

Cost share amounts listed include all appurtenances, including energizers on electric fences, gates,
materials and labor.

Power sources are not eligible for cost sharing, except for solar panels where other power sources are
impractical.

Cost share is authorized only for fences installed in conjunction with Prescribed Grazing (528A) or
Use Exclusion (472).

Cost share is NOT authorized for perimeter fences enclosing existing permanent pastures. Permanent
pasture is defined as land used primarily for grazing livestock at least 4 out of 7 years. Hay harvested
from that land is incidental to managing the forage for grazing purposes and is not done on a regular
basis.

Cost share is authorized for perimeter fence enclosing areas of cropland that have not been grazed as
permanent pasture within the past 5 years

Special Purpose Fencing (382¢) is only authorized as a stand along practice when implemented under
an open lot agreement.

If Special Purpose Fencing (382¢) is a component of Wastewater and Feedlot Runoff Control (784),
cost sharing is NOT authorized as a stand-alone practice. The cost of the Special Purpose Fencing
(382¢) will be included in the cost of Wastewater and Feedlot Runoff Control (784).
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PRACTICE STANDARD 386 - FIELD BORDER

Comp. Incentive Payment Cost Share Lifespan
Code | Unit Type | Amount, $ | Method Rate Maximum Cost, $
Field Border 386 Ac. 10 years
Introduced Species | 386a | Ac. AM 50% $210/ac
Native Species 386b | Ac. AM 50% $300/ac

1. Cost sharing may be used for seeding, establishing, and managing the cover based on an approved
seeding plan.

PRACTICE STANDARD 393 - FILTER STRIP

Comp. Incentive Payment Cost Share Lifespan
Code |Unit|Type Amount, $ [Method Rate Maximum Cost, $
Filter Strip 393 | Ac. 10 years
Introduced Species 393a | Ac. AM 50% $210/ac
Native Species 393b | Ac. AM 50% $300/ac
Earthwork 393c | Ac. AM 50% Cost Estimate

1. The filter strip can be harvested once per year to promote stand density. For cool season mixtures, cut
no lower than 4 inches between June 1 and September 1. For warm season mixtures, cut no lower than
6 — 12 inches (species dependent) between July 15 and August 15.

2. Filter strips used for the treatment of feedlot runoff are subsidiary to Wastewater and Feedlot Runoff
Control (784) and are NOT eligible for cost sharing under this practice standard.

3. Grassed waterways and other ephemeral or intermittent streams within fields are eligible to have filter
strips installed along them if these watercourses discharge to permanent receiving waters.

4. Cost sharing may be used for seeding, establishing, and managing the cover based on an approved
seeding plan.

5. Cost sharing is in addition to any cost share received for Use Exclusion (742) on the filter strip.

PRACTICE STANDARD 395 - FISH STREAM IMPROVEMENT

Comp. Incentive Payment Cost Share Lifespan
Code |Unit|Type Amount, $ [Method Rate Maximum Cost, $
Fish Steam Improvement 395 | Ft. AM 50% of cost Cost Estimate | 15 years
1. No special provisions.
PRACTIC